CE Laa KEN NOTE ON g nppony- of
JUSTIC E RAN GANATI

The Government of India ‘have gcnerally accepted
the fecommendations of Justice Ranganath_ Misra Commission
of Inquiry, Action taken on the recommendations is indicated

below:

(i) The Ranganath Misra Commission of Inquiry has
Tecommended that an enquiry may be undertaken
into the delinquencies and good conduct of
the police officers of Delhi Administration
by a Committee of two persons - an experienced
retired Judge of 3 High Court and an experienced
civilian, The Commission has also suggested
that a tipe frame should be bPrescribed for
its _working,

. A Committee consisting of Justice
Dalip K. Kapur, former Chijef Justice of Delhi
High cCourt and  Kumarj Kusum Lats Mital,
Retd. Secretary to Govcrnm’ent of India has
. been constituted and has  been given six

months' time for submission of the report.

(ii) The Ranganath Misra Commission of Inquiry
- Observed that 9 Tnmumber of grave offences

were committed during the riots angd it is
hecessary that the allegations should be
Properly looked into and investigations suitably -
monitored. For this Purpose, the Commission
has Tecommended the appointment of at least
two officers - one Judicial and one administrative
preferably a3 high ranking police officer from
outside Delhij with full.authority to look
into the Papers and give such directions
to the Prosecuting agency as the facts of
each case would warrant.

A Committee consisting of Justice
M.L. Jain, 2 former Judge of Delhi High
Court and Shri E.N.Renison. Retd. 1ps Officer

has been appointed for the purpose,
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(iv)

(v)

(vi)

_Thc Commission has rccommended that an

administrative cnquiry should be made agalnst
the conduct of Shri Brijendra the then District

Magistrate of Kanpur ., during the pecriod of
riots,

The recommendation of the Commission
Was communicated to UP Government who

have declided to hold the aciministratlvc

cnquiry,

The Commission has recommended that an
officer should be appointed ‘for finding out
the exact number of dcaths that tobok place
during the rilots in Delhi, lle should be,
glven full powers to go Into the matter and
he should give public notice to invite claims
of death within Union territory of Declhi

during the period of riots by glving a time
for ralsing of claims and also a date for
finallsing the same in acordance with the
procedure bchoviqg the rules of natural justice.

The Home, Secretary, Delhi Administration

has been appointed for the purposec. le
has becen asked to complete this worl: within
threce months,
The Commission has recommended that the
socio-cconomic programmes for rchabilitation
of the riot affected widows, speclally  In
the matter of employment, should be continued.
Necessary instructions in this regard
have been Issued to Delhl Administration.
Schemes for self-employment with CGovernment
assistance would also be implemented.
The Commission has recommended that rcasonable

compensation as may be decided by the State
should be paid for commercial premises whether

owned or occupied and loss sustained by

the wvictims within the commercial premiscs
should also be taken into account in such
manner as may be aprced to by Government
to. be pald to the vi ms. ‘The Commlaslon

has further suggested to liberally compensate
in cvcrir casc of business loss where victim
had a small business andsin a graded manner
for higher  catepgorles. A victlm who had
reccelved compensation otherwise as ; in a
case of insurance nced not be compensaled.
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Affluent businessmen who lost some commercial
assets, but have been able to make up the
situation, may not have to be compensated.
The Commission feels that an appropriate
Committee may be set up for "~ expeditious
payment of reasonable compensation In such
cases.

It ha_s been agreed by the Government
that instead of reasonable compensation, reasonable
ex-gratia amount should be given. ' . The
modalities will be got worked out within
a period of three months in consultation with
the concerned State/UT Governments.

The Commission has felt that the Delhi Police
requires both quantitative and qualitative
expansion. The police personnel should be
provided better training facilities, adequate
reserves not only of Armed Police but also

of Para Military Forces should be built up.
Riot Squads with modern training should be

available in riot prone areas. The Police
Commissioner should be accountable to the
Lt. Governor directly, subject of course

to the constitutional scheme of being overseen
by the Union Government. )

The Delhi Police has already undergone
quantitative and qualitative expansion recently,
In  pursuance of the recommendations of the

Srivastava Committee about 6500 additional

posts, about 500 vehicles and 700 items of
" modern equipment have been sanctioned from
1985. Storage and retrieval of information
about crimes and criminals is being compu-
terised. 118 additional cars equipped with
wireless communication and controlled by
the police Control Room have been sanctioned
with complementary staff. A Speccial Cell
to deal with crime against women has been

approved. The Police Training Centre is
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belng strengthened. Thus Government s
already selzed of the task for modernlsation
and Improving the operational efficlency of
the Delhl Pollce to enable It to effectlvely
meet any emergent situatlon and further
Improvements wlll be carried out 6n a
continulng basls. The suggcption of the
Commission that the Commlssioner of Police,
Delh! should be held accountable to Lt.
Governor dlrectly may not be admlinlstratively
appropriate since this wlill be contrary to
the practlce prevalllng In .varlous parts of

the country.

The Commission has observed that during
the rlots In Delhl, the local residents had
formed combines and they succeeded In reslstig
rloters group, and therefore, the Commission
feels that such combines should be encouraged.
These combines should be totally f{ree from
politlcs and maintaln harmony and friendly
relations with similar local organisatlions
around.

The recommendations of the Commlsslon
have been referred to all the States/UT
Governments by the lome Minlster for thelr
conslderatlion.

The Commlssion has made several observatlons
regarding proper ecducation of new generation
such as patrlotlic literature must form part
of the curriculam In schools and colleges.

Moral educatlon dissoclated from any deno-
minational doctrine should not come within

prohibltion.

The Natlonal Pollcy on  Educatlon
and the Programme of Action to imp!ement
the pollcy alrcady approved by the Parlla-
ment and the HNatlonal Development Councll
cover . practically all the rccommendations
made by the Commlsslon. The Pollcy has

glven hlghest priority to Unlversal clementary




education. It provides for a national system

of education based on a natlonal curricular

framework which contains a common core

along wlth other components that are flexible.
The common core will lnclude the history
of Indla's freedom movement, the éopstltutional
obligations and content essential to nurture
national identity. It is designed’ to promote
values such an India's common cultural heritage,
e_galitarlanism. democracy, secularism, etc.
The National Policy also proposes to bridge
the existing gap between the formal system
of education and the country's rich and varied
cultural traditions. Moreover, It will bring
about a ('in;: synthesis between ‘the change-
ojritcnled technology and the country's

continuity of cultural tradition.

Value education has been given 2
significant p'lace in the new policy. In our
culturally plural soclety, with the implemecntation
of the policy the educational system Is likely
to foster universal and eternal values, oriented
towards the unity and integration of our people..
Such value education should help eliminate
obscurantism, religious fanaticism, violence,
superstition and fatalism. Other aspects
of policy which are related to the recommen-
dations are making avallable books of high
qualit;} at low prices, development of pre-
school education and Improvement of status
and working condition of teachers and thelr
education. Action has already been initiated
for implementing these clements of the National

Education Policy.
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.'.Accordlng to Commlsslon a common code of

conduct acceptable to all religlons  should
be evolved and the same should be the code

for the Indlan soclety and every Indlan must
be required to fall in line with Iit.

The recommendation has been brought

to the notice of all the members. of the

Natlonal Integration Council and will be examined

by the sub-group of the Council for eventual

discussion In the next meceting of the Council,

The Commlsslon 1Is of the view that mass
medla Including books, newspapers, clnema,
radlo and televlsion have important roles
to play ond varlous recommendations have
been made by the Commission in thls regard.

The recommendations have been brought
to the notlce of all the members of the

Natlonal Integration Council and will be

discussed In the next meeting of the Council.

The Government appreclates the rccommen-

datlbns of the Commlssion that there should
be a code of conduct for the [IPress. The.
Government has crme to the conclusion that
conslstent with - 1ts deep commlitment to the
freedom of the Press It would not like to
lay down any such code and it would be
appropriate If such a code |Is cvolved by
the Press lItself. The Press Council of Indla
is under its Statute charged with the responsi-
bility of bullding up such a code.  The
Counclil has also not favoured the Iidea of
formulating a stralght-jacket code but thougl;t
it proper that thls code should cvolve Itsell
b.:xscd on the case-law, The necws agencles
In the country arc functlonlng free of Government

control and are In the private scclor.




The work of film
looked after by

certification Is

the Central Board of Fllm

Certlﬂcatlon. Comprehensive guldelines exjist

for the Board to ensure that criminal activities,

'meaningless killlngs, rank terrorism and

vdndalism are not depicted in films, All
efforts have been made by the Government
tc make fiIm certificotion more meaningful

and constructive and to ensure that Indian

films today should be In tune with soclal

and cultural values which hai/'e be_en part
of of our ethos. In fact, Government have
set up the National Film Development Corporation
which offers “finances at concessional rates
of Interest to . film mokers for,  providing °

films that contribute significantly to the

development of higher soclal values and standards.

As regards the role of AIR, its
programming s directed towgards promoting
an egalitarlan.soclcty which could prov.lqe
social and economic Justice to all in the
country. The role of AIR in promoting the
development and modernisation of agriculture,
health and family welfare mecasures and
of informing dlverse scctions of the Indian
soclety regarding both their responsibilities
as also thelr rights as citizens of this country
has been acknowledged. Of late, there has
b¥een added emphasis laid on certain aspects

of development broadcastlhg In consonance -

-with programmes which have bcen undertakén_

for rural development, poverty eradication,
hecalth and family welfare. While a constant
endcavour has been made for Imp'foving the

tastes of the listeners which is today reflected




In Increasing popularity of classical music,
but belng a mass medla the AIR has to
provide a jJudiclous mixture of entertainment
and education. The objectives of natlonal
Integration, <character bullding and ralsing
the quality of life are borne In .'mlnd while

formulating programmes.

Doordarshan Is an Iimportant vehicle
of soclo-economic change In the country and
is belng uscd for thls purpose. It constantly
endeavours to put forth programmes which

combine entertalnment with healthy messages

consistent with the soclal morals. The

programmes are carcfully screcened to ensure

that no excessive vlolence or glorification

thereof Is deplcted. In the case of childrens'

programmes care is taken to telecas

which bring out certaln basic moral values.

2 The Commission has observed that "nineteen
Instances have been catalogued where pcople assoclated
with Congress(l) have been named as organisers.
of them fourteen arc described as workers elther

of Congress(l) or Its youth wing; four are said to

be local Congress(l) leaders and other belng the

Secretary of a then Congress(l) M.P. Conceding that

there Is no particular reason to disbelieve the allegations

so tabulated, considering the position occupled by
these people, the Commlsslion is not In a position
to hold that from thelr participation, the Congrcs;(l)
party as such can be found to have organised the
vlolcnce'. On the other hand, these dertalls supplied

by the Delhl State Gurdwara Management Comm’!ttcc

fortify the conclusion that somc people of the Congress(1)

party on thelr own had Indulged and particlipated

in the turmoll for conslderations entlrely thelr own.®

t programmes




According to information given by the Delhl Policc.,
them

6

out of nineteen persons, 8 had becn challaned and of
two have been acquitted. The cases against remaining
are pending trial. FIRs have been lodged in the remaining

11 cases for expeditious investigation and follow up action.




