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SITUATION IN PUNJAB -1

1. E i
equiros very onc.a of us is concerned about what has been happening in Punjab It
Naﬁon.,ato;: seno:s reappraisal of the whole situation and the factors that brought the
e most crucial point where no other opti i
Nt . ption was left except calling in the
y to restore law and order. Ve do not propose to discuss the political issues which

hav i
hav: 1;22 (iil:l:ﬁg :rorl;; Ionbg| tl(rjne, but we are concerned with those elements which
arable damage to the life and pro t i
ol . property of our innocent people.
ime has come when we have to think seriously and consider the circum:tan[::es

- which culminated into the present tragic situation.

Brief Background

2. The Government have been discussing over a long period with the Shiromani
Akali Dal the various demands raised by them. The demands fall into three
categories— :

(a) those which concern the Sikh Community as a religiobus group;
(b) those which relate to the State of Punjab vis-a-vis other States; and

(c) those which relate to certain general issues.

3. Ou_t of these, the religious demands have already béen a;:cébtéd. Sincere
efforts were being made to settle river waters issue, territorial disputes and State-
Centre relationship. In course of ,negotiations, the Government sought assurance from
the Akali Dal that religious places would not be used for storage of arms or for
harbouring those who are wanted by law enforcement authorities. Contrary to these
efforts, violence escalated and terrorists enjoyed complete control over the Temple
.Complex and used it for providing shelter to criminals, murderers, smugglers and
enemy agents. It has now been established beyond doubt that it was also used for

storing and manufacturing of weapcons and training of terrorists.

4. In this process, it is also significant to note that the demands of Akali Dal
knew no end. Whenever the settlement appeared feasible, they always came out
with fresh demands like the Amendment of Article 25 of the Constitution. The
terrorists, in the mean time, entrenched themselves strongly and started killing inno-
cent people and damaging property on a large scale. The police and para-military
forces were initially employed to apprehend the terrorists and restore peace but they
were not able to deal with them effectively and the situation deteriorated. This
was because the terrorists were well armed and motivated as evident from the stiff
resistance offered by them when army started tackling the situation.

Involvement of Foreign Countries

5. In this context, it is significant to note that the involvement of fareign countries
in these tragic happenings has now been established beyond doubt. The make and

markings on the arms and ammunition recovered durin
testimony to this fact.

g the army action bear clear

R

™



gh a certain amount of
10wever fepaijred, at army Personne| have

nd as 3 result

jawang cut
i Propaganq, deserteq with
towards Punjab. They K i .

of sheer
Conclusion
e e

7. Itisa trying time for
Propaganda, The situation j

been apprehended or killed, There j

situation is returning to normaj, Curfew is bej
reactivateg and essential

again that itis €apable of (j
its nobje traditions.



