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THE ARMY ACTION AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE
ON 05 AND 06 JUNE 1984
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l. The Akali Morcha launcher in 1981 under Sant Longoual
saradually passed into the hands of the m}litant, Jarnail Sinah
Bhindranuale and his band of extremists and terrorists uhose

declared intention was the creation of 'Khalistan', an exclusive -~

RRRpETE nation for Sikhs with the active encouragement, connivance and :
agsistance of certain foreign pouerse Thé action arms of the (‘

\

movement were the All India Sikh Student's Federation (AISSF). \
led by Amrik Sinah and a small hard core éf the Nihang Sect.
Combining indiscriminate killing of Sikh opponents and innocent
members of other communities with vitriolic seceessionist speeches,
the Bhindranwale grcup gradually urested eﬁfectlue contrcl of

the Golden Temple from the SGPC whose members were forced to
endorse his line at the peril of being included in Bhindranuale's

'hit Llist' and willingly followed his line. e
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The internecine battle within the Golden Temple was 2
~ accompdnied by acQUL51tloh sof spphxsticated and. country made arms,
which, as evident after recovery included antl-tank weapans,

mines and heavy automatic weapons besides rlfles, and grenades.

= o

Reports were received of military training being imparted to
. " the members of the arcup in so-called 'religious training camps'

in Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan occupied Kashmir. Reports
confirmed that military activities uora coordinated by certain
‘retired and discharged ex-servicemen’., headed by Shabeg Singh who
was a dismissed Major General due to corruption and malpractices.
Simultaneocusly, tke area around Golden Temple and the temple
itself was developed into a virtually impregnable fortress

e, earrisoned by fanatically motivated insurgents. This included L
construction of well built weapon ‘positions, parapet walls
and emglacements. In addition, high roof civilian hou%es on the»
periphery were occupied by armed insurgents and used /uell Fcrtlfied
foruard defences. Existing water touer, minareats and domes which
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:[:providing a very effectiua obseruation, but alao ‘enablifg .
devastating fire to be effectivo aoross all approaches.

\.L:Dascription of Golden Te,gle and area around "g “~"{-j' :7*
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ul"ovorlooked the temple uore also fortified, not only i

L_yout and_E Bu11d1ng_g Tha complex comprises §

/

Tho Main_Te Tem gle. Tha main temple “area 1s 3k o e

I tSQUarish and enclosed by multi-storey buildings on A 3
_ “theNorthern,- ‘Southern “and Western Wing with & uall R e R
’leon the Eastern side. The buildinas enc1o51ng “the " : "
; ffarea include the Akal Takht (Command Haadquarters of
'”}Bhindranualo) which is set back_in a recess along thu
"Uestern Uing and has & hasement that raportedly serued
~as the’ arsenal of the extremists.ﬂ The Darshani Daori A
(main antrance) is in_ the Northern Uing and E) similar f‘\.
. gate is also conatrdcted in the Southern Uing. Thoh'; .f-v.‘(f

buildings “enclosing the temple area are generally 1", oy

rthrae storeyed with-a- large number of Tooms uhich are - 5
;-used for adminlstrative purposes like stores, solllng : __‘E

outlets for books “and photographs, and. of fices. Most

"“of these buildings also have basements and passagea

some of uhich lead to the out-side. Ulthin tha;,'

lanclosure, the major construotional faatures ares-

Water Tank. This occupies the bulk of tho.

area and 1s rectangular in shapa.

Eggikrama." Tho 40 faet uida marble path

a11 ‘around the water tanke e L e

_Harmander Sabib. This is the fSanctum
Sanctorum' and is located in the middle of the
tank uith a ualk-way connacting it to tho Uestern

"Parikramao
C Toshakhana. i The antrﬁnce to tha ualk-uay '\
frem the Usstern parikrama is marked by 8. high domed .,

~-sate of conslderable uidth.

00000.-/"

R



- .. - ‘ .
: : s
+ o o -~ o o)
s ‘ ~ 7 , S sY 2
— : 3 .‘ \\:‘_ - - AA
. s 2 e e
v o > Lt
g 5 ;
» \x‘. -
-« -

/’ Ancrlllarv Bulldlnq_. On the Eastern srde are -
constructed several 1mportant multl—storeyed E

Bagh Slde. These are Ve §€h~if:."'

; Langar, on the rlght or road X ;
.;«S’Tega 51ngh Samundarl Hall lso on. the rlght
*ffyg; of road. Betwe-en thls bulldlng and the langar
there 1s an open space wmth an 1nla1d rectangular :

= %; “Jf~garden.__, i“;{f‘i:f ;-j‘ .;;*ffﬁ i <

: ﬁf '; ?”“Guru Ram Das Serai: Occupled bv varrous ‘,

; é?l armed factlons and pllgrlms.grﬁggﬁ g amsiinEn
5 CSGRC BUlldlﬂQA Occupled by promlnent 5

- leaders llke Sant Harthand Slngh Longowal

“qurcharan Slngh Tohra, Blbl Amarjlt Kaur etc°
e :'Guru Nanak ‘Niwas:- Generally occnoled by .
pllgrlms but also 1nf11trated by extremlsts.,

Shwromanl Akall Dal Ofrlqes.__ RS e
e p-tlf
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e WorkshOps. o SN avinta
e f';':”; Baba Atal UUIGWaIa.- S P T e ‘?‘
: 7Area ‘Around Complex. The area allaround the

,Jcomplex 1s heaVily bullt -up. w1th old 4/5 storeyed

off-sets and progectlons through whlch

7]fhouses w {th

“'run a. labyrlnthlan maze of small lanes and roads

R gL :”ffthat facrlltate easy escape elther t
’;;f-*ﬁ?i;i;;;,ifor ‘over - roof tops to safe houses.; 1h1s is ik
= AR .ﬂﬂ:fyfipartlcularly SO : on-the Western side adjoining the

Akal Takht v

. i f.v1rtually adJacent. {i'ﬁ' 77‘~7 ./" ks Ad
,l;f;r D15p051t10n5 of Terrorlsts ‘in the' Comolex Y e

'Qi' i The dlsp051t10ns of -the terrorlsts in the complex
amely well organlsed mllltary lines, which

. were on extr
of the complex fully.

p101ted the deten51ve potentlal

iy SR LR . .
¥ e et N % o . B
e — .- .
sV Z e . .

bulldlngs astrlde a good road lead;ng,from Jallianwala.

hrough the lanes

ihere domestlc and temple bu1ld1ngs are .-
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‘. on the roor and intermediate floors of the buildings enc!051no \r
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T appears tnat the Akal Takht was selected as the building
of prime 1mportance, since it housed Bhindranwale and -his-
Headquarters. The aporoaches to the, Akal Takht bastion S o
~were skillfully defended.’ . A o
. Look QOut and Early Warnlnq Posts. 17 houses in the
c1v111an re51dent1al area were selected at d1stances of .

e

500-800 metres from the outer perlphery and nelo by :'- R WNCER

aOprox1nately 10 men each ~In aodlulon, posts were creaced e

on the Scructures whlch donlnated tne entire surroundlnos e
i.e. che water. tank East of u»s Serai e two
a a o Guru Ram ’ sz____

coﬂg;s (reporteoly constructeo by MaharaJa Ranjlt Singh)
adJacenc to ana West of the Langar; each of these has a -

—

stalrcase, whose ventllatlon accesses were used-as loop—

~ . \

: holes.

-F1rst Line 01~Derenceso Ueaoon oos1c10ns were sited

B

on roof toos of all the bulLdlngs on the Eastern.side which'

conStlruted ine most vulneravle anproach. In adth'on, ne

T
" buildings themselves per mlcued fire through the sand—bagc

+

windows at each floor level
Second Line of Defences Similar weapon positions

' 1ncluowng a lar e nurbor of alcernate p051u»ons were created

“the main temple ‘area. : g i =y
~— The Akal ‘Takht. As the Akal - Takht is ‘set back from

the Parikrama on the Nestern wwng, the- open soace totiks - w1

East, was developed as a nyi llwno ground", with very . , T

effective fire being brought dowrl from the Akal Takht itself, i

the buildings on its Ilght and left (which bevel into the

Akal Takht and increase the domination) and the 1oshainana. %
-Desian of Defensive Batile..On ana alysis’ after che

Army's action, the de51gn of battle of the insurgents and -
terrorlsts was as follows :—- s
barly Vlarning and aggressive atirition by the

N

peripheral ring of look out poscs{
N Ghoudaghon
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5'Skilful fire control and'uéé oF_aiternate pasitions

"'on the first and second lire “of defences. It was

evident that weapons were deployed and tired =g requ1red
and there uas no lndl°C1p ne. For example, uhile

A\l
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rifles and autcnatlc uaapanr were used on the locek Guﬁ

positiaons," <tens were the mcjor ueapon on the ‘firet
P f—-’—’-—— | p— *_—"
; FE S fvand Second Iine defences s;nce ranges of more than, 5
O v 2 o8 i'ﬂ%; 25—30 yﬁrds ueTe rcraly avﬂilabla around the ‘main complex.-'
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3 A very effectlve coordln_tlen Of Flre on the
5 selected kllllng ground , The llﬂlted antl-tanv :

reeources wBre well mar°halleL and used only uhen a

- mechanleed vehicle .came within rongeo_ 1 A :
: _ ,- 'r'Euenﬁafter capture'of the bUlldlngS,}fUlClde SGUod°
2 ﬁ’T:if'i ccntaned'tO Oparate in the_ ba sement rooms to sprlng out

-

;énd cause'caSUa‘tles on the atta cklng troop

Prelude tc Ythe ] Army Actlan ,}' 3 5‘ : SRR T '??ﬁf
After 211 other methods employed by the Gouernrent fai‘ed Stk

and qUantUHvBSCalcthn of terrorlct actlvliles centlnued he Tk
galnat the helpless and 1nnDcent civil prUlctlﬂn uncer W aOR gV

Bhlrdranudla s order from the Golden Temple; the Army uzs - 6 o 3‘
:“ch¢rged U1th the taek of, rem0v1ra the - terrorlqt menace, “and- Ak el

e 3-re°torat10n of 1au and order and nermeley in Pungab. b _?@ e Gfr \-
, “In the flrﬁt days cf aune, Army units uere su1ftly
;_moued te. thelr posxtlone at Amritsar’ ‘and other cn.tlee of A
-TPunjab uhere the grouxng terrorist fact10n= had been knoun tnv
" have been operétlng from rellngUS place Quick coordinction
ﬁlfuas carrled out with police forces and civil administration.
There ‘was llttle lntel’ igence or detailed infornatlcn, but
{ speed wes OF the escence &f the terrorists were to -be :
: feffectiVBly countered ‘and 2 stcp brought to the qenseless : T ome
"Hlt 115t' klll*ngs 2s also the exterminatien of innocent
‘ people azned at driving the Sikhs cnd Hindus apart.
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Detailed order

mlnlmum force, I repeat minimum force, shou utmost reverence-

zces and to- ensure no desecration or danmge to”
Harrlnder Sahib, the. Sanctom Santcrum at the Golden Temple and the
4 Darbar Sahib of all Guruduaras erd ss sancturies by the terroricts.
- The use of hlgh tragectory ueepons and 1ncendlary ammunition was
debarred Troopg ‘were carefully lnotructed ot to- ueanfeather'
i J‘ item tn the Temple erea and to treat =11 captured people with ¢~ e
| dlgnlty and care till the precess of screenlno was over to ldentlfy
‘_gf;' : terrorlsts and extremlstq. y
B L -The Evente S . ;
» - A 36 hours, curfeu vas declzred by the Pungab State from 2100
houre on 03 -June 1984, "and extended selectluely to 06 June 1984., .
,' Police cordons. around the Golden Temple and certain other terrorlst
hlde-outs was made effectlve by Arny unite who also assisted 1n'
enourlng tkat “the curfeu uas not v101uted by the terrsrists
- From 1630 hours on 0s. June 1984 onuards ,\contlnuouc appeai"
Uere made ‘OVET loud spezakers to " 21l within the premices cf the
Golden Temple to cone out and hand themselves cwer tc the
authorltles._ 129 men, wcmen and children came out., Similer actions
- took place in a number of areas in Bunjab, Full opportunity was
f TR gioed to all the irmates of the Goldeo Temple,.cna cther holy - A

. ‘ - Guruduaras Uﬁlch the terrorlctq had usurped, to avoid blcodehed.

Aol tat i Fron 2230 hours, Arny units commenced moving to the Golden
' Tenple precxnts.‘ This dreu s very, henvy volume of fire from

the terrerists into the narrcu strests at cloge renge, Despite

Casuglties, the troops closed in and slouly commpenced moverent

i into the area around the Temple, after overcconing initial OppDultlcn.

"Very heavy UOlume of fire had to be faced from the Akal Takht

which stood like a fortress, sweepinmg all avenues of approach

with a deadly vclume of machlne gun flre, causing heavy ca°ualtles.
\\ . H ; 2
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were - glven tn 311 troops to use only SR |
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The terrorists fron the outer lines of defence,

_relnforced the Akal Takht and mede it a bastion of automatic

weapons. Hochine guns from Harminder Sanib also reledfrth

o8 0 . . . v ”
fire the Parilerama end surrounding buildings where the troons
had forced back the defenders.

At 0100 hours on 06 June, Sant Harchand Sinzh Longzowal
and Mr. GS Tohra surrendered near Guru Nenek Iiwas with @oout
350 peovle including some women aad children.

it about 0410 hours on 06 June some TrooDs attenpting

‘4o close in with the Akal Takht in en Armoured Personnel

Carrier (AEC) were fired at by anti-tenk roclkets which
demaged the APC. By the moming of 06 June, the troops had
effectively ehgaged 211 loop holes at the akal Talkhi. Sone. -
terrorists attempted to rush out of the Akel Talkht to clear some
areas held by the troops: but were beaten off. & group of
10 extremists surrendered with & white flag. -Room to roon
fighting continued in he ikal Teknt 311 1% waes cleared by
1230 hours 06 June: though some resistance continued Irom the
grouwnd floox. :

That efterncon, the troops mdeffurthef appecls over
loudspeakers, for the terrorists to surrender. 4s a result
some 200 terrorists surrenderéd including 22 frorn Harminder

"Sahib. The head Grantai and tiro other Granthies were safe in
 Herminder Sahib.

The continued resistance frox the grownd floor of the

ikel Takht wes tackled during the night of 06/07 June, wWhen

this regsistence was finally overcone, Bhindrmoniele's dead body

1ms‘ﬁ9ynd in the basenment among otkrers and anpthex 35 bodies
were found in the akal Talht,

Sone extremistc and terrorists renzined active in the
mprning hours of 07 Jwne, using the swrrowmding bhwildings
and e nunber of tumnels in the areg@f Golden Tenle. It would
require a nunber of days of coxmefwl seaxch to winlde out the
remeining terrorists. o womeir and children have been killed
in the troops action.
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>, recovered rncludln

- : "5 ' 2 g -
;ggpace to buildings in the area of Golden Temple .~

It is emphasised that richt from the comremement of the
plenming stage of this operztion, damage to© the temple buildings

was not even contemp ated and strict instructions uwere issued to
preserve the buildings, The heavy toll of the oun casualties is

an indication of the deliberate rsqtr .int exerciced on the pouer

ot cun t*COP" in order to enrure that the Akel Tekht ard HarmindkeT

czhib were not damaged.despite the mUrderous small arms ond
sutomatic fire uhich poured forth on our trcops from these
Akal Takht was only

csupposedly holy buildings. The fire on the
n troops and

‘opened when unaccepteble losses began to accrue on ou

the extremists escalated to use of antl—tcnk weaponse

Uezpons and Eguipment Captured . |
A lzrge cache of weaponrs, ammunition and exploslves were .

g autonatlc and anti-tenk’ ueapons and a .small

Recoverles

A

. factory ‘for manufocture of hand grenades and sten gqns.

zre continuing.
,anclusion :
Till the-last, our effcrt° were to preserve the security of
the Azl Tzkht. Surprlslngly the extremrsts resorted to firing
th sutomatic weapons =2t our trcops even frem within H rmJnder
;hlb and lnflrctlnq heavy Casueltles. As can be seen from the
lzyout-of the defences, oun tr00ps progrP°31ng Operatlons along
- ezny urng of the temple complpyes came uncer heavy tire from the
Opp051te wing ot the temple complex and in most cases.if the fire
wes to be returned, the Harminder Sahlb uas dlrectly on the line .
.0f i .re and troops could not- fire .back. Inaolte of heavy prcuo-
cation and heavy casualty we had to teke a very dlfflcult decisicn,
to accept all ‘these constreinte and ensure that not one 51ngle
round was fired on Harrlnder Sahib i. e. the Golden Temple, thus.
malntalnang the sanctlty of the 'Sanctum Sanctorum %' Feu Armies in
the g?rld uould have cChieVEd this durlng the cour°e of such uperctlc
b 55 : : N el TS
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/lr. 3 - hlgh :Ziii:::;:“n en. the part .F sur tr,.ps Called fer
fon : » Jjunier. lsadership and metivatisn., Every
) 'Pp'rtumty wAs given by us te the ‘extremists as well as
e sympathisers and innacent pilgrims te accept ‘a peaceful
aAgr S de0151sn rathur than enter intn a pitched Battle, !
_»’<: 'ﬂi.'~-?: Regretably this sincare appcal was, nat _heeded ts, ot
| o 'i_ It u111 alsn bP seen from the . datalls of casualties
‘.?ﬂ';/f«‘ - sUff°r°d bY -ur tr.ops that ‘the prapor ian of officers and
' JCos casualtles was hlgho This enly g-es te proUB that.
responsibl- “leaders wsre aludya in the rarerront to ensure
tn-c nua t-ax la dCLDMPLthGG ut mlnlmum cest er the

' extremLStS‘lives “anu tna sentlnents ar tne nat;on.




fUh-re uas this Terrurlsts NOVBment HEﬁBL_Q? B
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S - The 13?98 quantity .f arms,’ammunitlln, explosiucs :
and some radie .sets recnvercd at the Gelden Temple cempleX;

~_the thcnaugh training and ras;lute 1aadersh1p of the -
';terrorists and axtremists and thcir ruthless Cnnduct in the

l hely Sikh shrlncs' mUSt éome as 38 surprise to ‘mest far—. -
t'thinking Indians, ~We must- ‘ask eurseives where all this was
':<71ead1ng te, - What were thc cventual aims of this movement?

‘They had Support and anCnuragament frem Seme Pereign
'Cnuntries and had effactiuely centrelled the PunJab Ccuntry—
G, B - side by ruthless tcrrorism with the Command Haadquartars -at the
Rl ik S - Akal Takht and had all but made the admlnlstratlan tntally
ﬂf.fi ?;;QZ\' fincffectlve. _The taking .ver of tha moderate Sikh
& leadership and F-rtifying a largs numbcr of Guruduaras as
safo sancturies all ‘gver PunJab, togathcr with subtle P
bl T ‘and invidisus prepaganda in all’ ‘sikh .rganisationa
' ﬂ'sz - -that the ' Panth is in danger‘ indicatcd a thrust touards
_{)t ;-if.'much bigger stakes than merely getting 2 petter €sal feT. the
WG e Sikhs, The. obvisus directien and thrust ef the movement
’r PN o was tewards an 1ndependent Khal
(,: neighbouring ‘and f.rcign powers.
. f':BhlndfanQale~uore parhaps enly Cogs in the uheel. If thé
ss.ﬂrmy action had net been res;luta and . determined the '
“mevement weuld have moved tewards full scale 1nsurgancy

“which u.uld hava crippled ﬁho armad f.rces in any future o

f‘ c:nfr-ntatlen acr-ss the borders°

istan - Fully supparted By —*
" The terrarists led by

Ue must n.u heal the uuunds of the maJorxty of tha'

< ; 'Sikh cemmunity uho were net partisian te the tarr-rist
~ =g ‘“w::mnvement. ‘U= must ensure that the hard uorking, prnSperous.
‘" _and"happy. people of Punjab work tngethar far their prnsperlty,

.and the pr.sperxty of the Natien, uitb full br-therhood and

'affectlnn amsng all Comnunltleso'



