Extracts

Report Peoples Relief Committee

Delhi had witnessed the most dastardly killings of Sikhs on 1 2 3 and 4 November 1984 following the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

From the moment of the news of Mrs. Gandhi’s death spread in the capital political leaders social workers men and women of goodwill from all the walks of life had been meeting at the Janata Party office at 7 Jantar Mantar New Delhi. Many of them feared an outbreak of Sikhs riots and warned the government that there was a possibility of Hindu Sikh relations getting more stringed and violence escalating. The people who met at the Janata Party office believed that the government would do all that was possible to prevent large scale violence and loss of life. Their hopes were beiled when organized killings of citizens belonging to the Sikh community began to take place from November 1st morning. Some political leaders and others began to intervene through press statements and fervent appeals to the authorities to stop those who were taking the law into their into own hands. They pleaded for saner sense to prevail to protect life and property for if it went unchecked it would cause irreparable damage to the fair name of our country. They undertook peace marches through hostile areas and visited different parts of Delhi where the dance of death and destruction could be seen in its most ugly forms.

In four days at least 4000 Sikhs-men, women and children’s were slain in the streets and by lanes of Delhi in home and factories and shops. According to the government owned admission 2217 persons were killed or burnt alive in different parts of the country of which 2146 were in Delhi. Burning looting and arson claimed the property of Sikhs valued at over 2000 crores.

In five days of lawlessness in the nation’s capital over 60,000 Sikhs had become refugees and had been shifted to more than 25 camps. They had to be provided with food, clothing and other basic needs. Relief work was in total disarray. Support from government agencies was tardy and minimal. Delhi citizen’s who met at the Janata Party Headquarters on 5 November 1984 decided to set up a people’s relief committee. The Janata Party President Sri Chandra Shekhar took the initiative to constitute a national committee.

Mr. Justice M. Hidayatullah the former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India and former Vive President readily consented to serve as the chairman. The sane evening Sri Chandra Shekhar announced at a Press conference the formation of 35 members Committee with Mr. M. Hidayatullah as chairman. 

A fact finding committee consisting of S.K. Goyal, Sudhindra Bhadoria, George Mathew, Javed Habib and Yashwant Sinha was also appointed to inquire into various aspects of the communal violence that lok place in Delhi from October 31, 1984.

The aims of PRC were

1. To rush relief to the victims

2. To engage in long term rehabilitation plans.

3. To bridge the chasm which has been developing between the two communities?

On November 20, 1984 an informal meeting of friends and volunteers working with the people’s relief committee was held at the committee office at 7 Jantar Mantar road. The meeting made specific recommendations to the Committee about ways and means to rehabilitate the riot affected people who had needs beyond those of immediate relief…..

The committee gave exgratia payment of Rs 1000/- each to 191 widows of Farsh Bajar

The PRC worked in cooperation and collaboration with the National Sikh Forum, Nagarik Ekta Manch, Guru Nanak Mission and other organizations in several areas to rebuild and equip damaged houses…..

Work of the Fact Finding Committee

The Fact finding committee prepared extensive questionnaires for various aspects of the inquiry like missing persons , people who were killed, damage to the places of worships and schools. Announcements were given in national newspapers. They evoked a good response. The Indian Express opened a column to announce the names of missing persons the information for which was sent regularly from the Committee office. An exhaustive enquiry was undertaken to assess the damage done to the places of worships and schools. More than 200 Gurudwaras and Schools were visited by the fact finding committee, volunteers and questionnaires filled. They are now submitted to the Rangnath Mishra Commission enquiring to the Delhi riots. It may be recalled here that Dr George Mathew appeared before the Misra Commission and deposed before it on behalf of the People’s Relief Committee. Justice Misra appreciated the work of the PRC and ordered to take copies of all documents produced by the PRC. A large number of university students helped in filling these questionnaires. Prompt action was taken whenever the Committee received the letters from anxious relatives and friends from various parts of the country about their kith and kin in the capital.

Gift Supplied from Abroad

The people’s relief committee received blankets and warm clothing for distribution to the victims in December 1984, from Indians settled abroad especially Iran and England. 

The Committee had to face considerable difficulty in clearing the gift supplies. Finally they were released by the end of March. The committee organized a function at Jantar Mantar road to inaugurate the distribution of the goods to the needy widows and other victims. Besides the member of the PRC and friends representatives of various organizations working among the victims like Nagarik Ekta Manch , National Sikh Forum, Guru Nanak Mission, etc and members of the press were present on the occasion.

Our volunteers identified the needy families and the supplies were made after strict scrutiny to about 1212 families in six areas. Apart from this hundreds of victims received gift packets from the committee office premises.

Work in other cities

Kanpur: the committee on hearing the news that the Kanpur city was also badly affected sent Rs. 50000 for exgratia payments to that city. The Nagarik Ekta Manch supervised this work.

Bhopal : in the wake of the Bhopal tragedy the Committee undertook to rehabilitate 100 families by providing them handcarts and cash for setting up mobile shops are they were unable to pursue more strenuous occupations due to physical disabilities. The Nagarik Rahat Aur Puranvas Committee worked with the PRC in implementing this programme. lt. Gen (Retd.) J.S. Aurora inaugurated the distribution at the function presided over by Mrs. Jaya Jaitly.

Ahemdabad: Another city where we extended help was Ahemdabad which had suffered from unprecedented communal riots between April and July 1985. this was undertaken by Shri Maha Gujurat Sanghat Nivaran Trust. The PRC gave one lakh rupees for the distribution of foodgrains and other relief materials in the camps and employment kits to dispossessed victims.

Highlights of the Rehabilitation

The Committee laid special emphasis on building bridges between Hindus and Sikhs living in the resettlement colonies of Delhi. Special programmes were organized to this effect. Shri Inder Mohan a noted social worker of Delhi assisted the Committee in this programme. You will find that money for long term rehabilitation has been spent for the further education of 11 orphaned children over a period of 10 years marriages of 24 girls belonging to the affected families providing materials for rebuilding of 177 houses and 2 Gurudwaras employment kits for 360 victims and exgratia payments to 360 widows. This is in addition to help in self-employment given to 120 persons. 

Volunteers
The committee received help from hundreds of public spirited citizens from all walks of life fro this work. We are specially grateful to the students from the universities in Delhi, who rose to the occasion and helped their felloe citizens at a moment of crisis. The People’s Relief Committee places on record its deep appreciation and gratitude to all those who volunteered to help the committee.                      
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